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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

Website: 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

Regular scheduled meetings have now finished for this season.   

EVENTS 2017 

West Sussex Annual Convention   - 25th February Information page 7 

WG Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day   - 11th March  Information page 5 

WG AGM       - 14th March  Information page 2 

West Sussex Bee Market & Auction  - 22nd April  Information page 6 

    

 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

www.wgbka.org.uk 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

Scheduled apiary meetings start at 2.00 p.m. If possible please arrive early to help 

the meeting leader to arrange the right number of groups and allocate colonies. 

 

 
WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

FEBRUARY 2017 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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WISBOROUGH GREEN DIVISION 
 

Life President:   Mr Roger Patterson 
Chairman: 

Honorary Secretary:  Mrs Sue Elliott 

Honorary Treasurer:  Mr Murray West 

 

NOTICE is given to all members of the Wisborough Green Division of West Sussex Bee-

keepers’ Association that the Annual General Meeting is to be held at North Hall, Loxwood on 

Tuesday 14th March 2017, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

It is hoped that as many Members as possible will attend to support the Association. 
 

AGENDA 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Minutes of the AGM, held at Loxwood on 22nd March 2016 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

4. Vice Chairman’s Report 

5. Election of Officers 
 

Present Holders:                                           Committee Members:                                      
Life President: Roger Patterson    Martin Hill   Tom Weston 

Chairman:        Jeremy Windwood Anne Dennig 

Vice Chairman: Graham Elliott    Caroline Drewett  Richard Gibby 

Treasurer:  Murray West     Gordon Allan  Maggie Turner 

Secretary:  Sue Elliott    

 

The present officers and committee members with the exception of Anne Dennig and Tom Wes-

ton are prepared to stand for re-election.  The Chairman’s role is still vacant.  

 

Nominations for all officers and committee members should be made to the secretary secre-

tary@wgbka.org.uk by 7th March at the latest. 

 

6. To appoint the Accounts Scrutineer for 2017 

7. Any Other Business (as advised to the secretary by 7th March)  

 

 

 

  

mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
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From February onwards, although we can still have some cold spells, we 

need to be looking forward to the active season.  On warmer days bees will 

be breaking cluster, with brood rearing increasing.  As I keep mentioning, 

brood is very hungry, so stores will be used at a much quicker rate than in 

the last few weeks.  This can result in starvation, which is a pity, as a col-

ony is lost and so is the food it has already consumed. 

 

Although hefting is useful, it does rely on some experience, so I suggest 

hefting as well as a physical inspection.  On a cold day you can look in the 

Porter escape hole in the crown board if you have left it open during the 

winter.  If the bees are well down and you can see sealed stores, you can assume all is O.K. for a 

couple of weeks.  If the bees are up near the top, then it is likely they are short of food, so a quick 

inspection is needed.  In warmer spells bees will break cluster and are likely to be nearer the frame 

tops, so don't be confused. 

 

For a quick inspection, light your smoker and remove the crown board.  If you can see sealed food 

on several frames without removing any, the colony should be O.K. for another 2-3 weeks.  To 

make sure, you won't do any harm by quickly removing some of the frames adjacent to the cluster. 

 

If a colony is short of food in February you have a couple of options, as it is unlikely a colony will 

take syrup yet.  The simple way is to give them a comb or two of food from another colony if they 

can afford it, but it needs to go next to the cluster, otherwise in cold weather the bees will go into 

tighter cluster, possibly moving away from the food you have given them.  Candy or fondant is 

useful, but it needs to be close to the bees, so they can reach it.  It is no good if there is a gap, be-

cause they don't know it is there.  Instead of making candy, beekeepers now use "bakers fondant" 

that is sold in 12½ kg blocks.  Cut it into slices, wrap it in cling film or put it in a plastic bag, cut a 

slit in it and place on the frame tops or over the feed hole. 

 

Towards the middle of the month I will be replacing covers over holes in crown boards that were 

removed to aid winter ventilation.  Depending on the weather we can expect to see the start of 

spring forage, with garden flowers such as crocus bearing pollen.  Spring flowers such as dandeli-

ons will be showing, together with willows.  Many spring sources are good for both pollen and 

nectar, very often with quite large quantities being collected if there are a few days of warm 

weather.  I believe this often causes later swarming if the bees pack pollen and nectar around the 

brood, so the queen can't expand the brood nest.  On a warm day if the bees are flying well, don't 

be frightened to make a quick inspection.  You won't do much harm and you will learn a lot if you 

observe what the bees are doing. 

 

Next month I will be giving the dates for apiary meetings for the summer.  There are a number of 

members who were unable to attend Saturday meetings in 2016, due to other commitments, or 

they were dealing with their own bees.  For 2017 after a one year break we will revert to Wednes-

day evening meetings, but continuing with most Saturdays.  Wednesdays will be 6.00pm start.  I 

hope this will help all members. 

 

For teaching, I have planned a number of different things that I hope members will find useful, 

these being:- 

 

Nell and friend 

Patterson In Print 
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1. Continuation of the "Patterson Unit" that we have run for a number of years.  For the newer 

members this is based on a small number of honey producing colonies, 4 is ideal, but it 

works well with less; with a support colony to provide help if something goes wrong, such as 

if a queen, frames of brood, etc are needed in the production colonies. 

 

2. The use of plastic "Ritecell" foundation in a few colonies. 

 

3. A group of colonies that won't be treated for varroa using any of the autumn or winter treat-

ments.  Originally I was going to leave them untreated and I have told a few of you that. I 

have changed my mind and I will try artificially swarming them instead.  The hope is to rid 

the colonies of the majority of mites.  I am in the process of moving these colonies to the far 

end of the apiary to isolate them a little from the rest. 

 

4. Another group will have starter strips of foundation in the brood nest, so bees build combs 

themselves, the so-called "foundation less" way. 

 

I hope these, together with topical presentations, will help increase interest and knowledge of 

members. 

 

It is probably appropriate to mention a few things that I think are important in managing colonies.  

The life cycle of varroa is useful in understanding how we can reduce mites in a colony, either by 

using registered treatments or management techniques.   

See http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/varroalifecycle.html  

 

There have been a number of problems with queens in recent years that need to be recognised, so 

the beekeeper can deal with them, otherwise in some instances a colony can be left without a 

queen, will dwindle and die.   

I have information here http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html   

 

The identification of the three different types of queen cells is something that many beekeepers, 

even some quite experienced ones, have difficulty with.   

Information is here http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queencells.html   

 

Please read these and keep the links available for future reference. 

 

I'm looking forward to a productive year.  I hope you are too. 

 

Roger 

 

Hive Stands Working Party 

Thanks to Jim Heath we have some swanky new hive stands at Dounhurst.  Before we put them in 

place we need to level some of the slabs.  So if you would like to help please bring a spade and/or 

spirit level down to Dounhurst at 10.00 on the 12th March.  

 

I will have the kettle on. 
Martin Hill 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/varroalifecycle.html
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queencells.html
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Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 

Beekeeping Course 

Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non-Beekeepers 

 

Saturday 11th March 2017 

Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m. approx 
 

Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF 
 

 

The course is suitable for those who wish to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will 

also be suitable for those who have kept bees for some time.  It will largely follow the syllabus of 

the BBKA Basic assessment, but with variations.  This course is based on over 50 years experi-

ence, not just repeating what is in books. 

 

Subjects covered will include: 

 

How to learn about bees        Obtaining bees and equipment 

Different kinds of bees        Where to site hives 

How bees live naturally and how we can manage them   Protective clothing 

What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water    Basic Colony Management 

How bees store honey and pollen       Handling bees carefully 

What happens in a beehive and where      Swarming and dealing with it 

The 3 castes - queen, drones, workers      Dealing with the honey crop 

How to start          Making colony increase 

Choosing the type of hive and why      Feeding 

Essential equipment         The colony in winter 

 

 

Course fee: £45.  Second and subsequent attendees booked together £40*.  Under 16 with a 

   paying adult £15*. 

   

   For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £35. 

 

Price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic Beekeeping”. 

Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”.  Additional copies available on 

the day at £5. 

 

Booking:  Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU  

   01798 343 470 

   petworthgordon@btopenworld.com  Preferably using the booking form on the website. 

 

Payment by: Cheque, Bank transfer or cash.  See Booking Form for details. 

 

Prepare yourself for the coming season 
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Bee Market & Auction 

Annual Bee Market & Auction - 22nd April 2017 

 

The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is again organising a Bee Market and Auction for the 

benefit of members and non members, with beekeepers attending from a very wide area.   

 

Auction details, Guidance Notes and the Entry Form are now available to download from the 

WSBKA website.  

 

If you have surplus beekeeping equipment you wish to sell the Closing date for entries is 13th 

April, or when 300 lots have been registered. 

 

Graham Elliott is the event organiser and he is looking for enthusiastic 

and willing volunteers to help on the day.  There are a variety of tasks, 

including helping in the auction ring and serving tea and coffee.  It’s a 

great atmosphere, with an amusing auctioneer, so why not offer your 

support! 

 

If you can spare some time (it doesn’t have to be the entire day) please 

contact Graham so that he can add your name to the list of helpers.   

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

Tel: 01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281  

 

Tales From An Out-Apiary 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

At the time of writing last month’s article, I was keeping an eye on the Met Office website to deter-

mine the best day for applying Api-Bioxal to the hives.  The forecast seemed to be constantly 

changing, but I finally picked 11th January as the day to treat the colonies.  Some beekeepers 

would consider this too late in the month but it was earlier than the previous year; that year the 

hives were treated on 16th January.   

 

The Met Office website gave an air temperature of 8oc, with a ‘feels like’ temperature of 4oc, so the 

bees would not be flying.  Another reason for selecting this particular day was that there was 

hardly any wind, so less disturbance to the bees, and no danger of Api-Bioxal being blown about.  

I was pleased to find all the hives with live bees, covering five or six seams.  ’Borage’ is over-

wintering as a double brood chamber and the bees were occupying the bottom box.   The top box 

is full of stores and too heavy for me to lift (especially with an already damaged ligament in my 

back), so I had to peer down between the frames to determine where the bees were.  Note to self 

for next time - make sure I take the torch. 

 

When I collected my order of Api-Bioxal from Tom, he mentioned that to date he had sold far less 

Api-Bioxal to members this winter than last year.  Although more members ordered treatment last 

year, numbers were way down on previous years when the Division provided pre-mixed Oxalic 

Acid, and members queued on New Year Day morning with empty containers so they could treat   
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their colonies.  I wonder why this is.  It is possible members have purchased Api-Bioxal from one 

of the bee suppliers, as they find this easier than travelling to Petworth to collect from Tom.  Mem-

bers with only one or two colonies may have joined together and shared the ten-hive dose sachet 

of Api-Bioxal.   

 

Another reason may be that members have not treated their colonies.  If so, I also wonder why this 

is.  New beekeepers may feel they do not know how to apply the treatment; but there was the op-

portunity to see it undertaken at Dounhurst, and more experienced beekeepers will always be 

happy to offer advice on the mechanics of the process.  There is a cost involved and a beekeeper 

with only one colony may think it is a waste, or too expensive, to purchase a sachet that will treat 

ten colonies; but as most of us sell our honey at £5 for a 1lb jar, the cost of an £8 sachet is more 

than covered by the sale of two jars of honey.  Compare this to the price of flea treatment for your 

dog or cat, and I suspect the cost of keeping the house free of fleas is higher.  Perhaps some mem-

bers made a conscious decision not to treat their bees with any Oxalic Acid treatment this winter.  

Not treating is an option, but such a decision needs to be taken into account when planning your 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM).  As with all actions undertaken by a beekeeper, the decision to 

treat, or not treat, should be made after careful reference and understanding of the consequences.  

As with ‘all things beekeeping’ there is always more than one answer. 

 

 

Caroline 

 

 

WSBKA Annual Convention 

25th February 2017 

This is your final reminder to book a place at the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Spring Conven-

tion on Saturday 25th February.  Details and the Booking form were sent out with your January 

Newsletter and are on the WSBKA website.  You will have seen that the Convention has again 

attracted a renowned group of speakers to cover a wide range of topics throughout the day, with 

the main lectures being presented by Professor Steve Martin, Professor Dave Goulson and Dr Mi-

chael Keith Lucas.  They have a wealth of knowledge and there is something for everyone, begin-

ner to expert.   

 

Apart from the three main lectures, you can choose to attend two out of the six seminars and in 

between times it is a great opportunity to catch up with beekeeping friends throughout the county 

and beyond.  

 

Remember, you can also stock up on beekeeping equipment and reading matter from Paynes 

Southdown Bee Farms.   

 

Advance booking per person for WSBKA members, £20.  Members of other Associations and 

non-members, £25.  On the day if space allows, £25.  Lunch is included. 

 

Book now to ensure you get a place and can attend your preferred seminars.  Contact: Gordon 

Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or see the website 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk. 
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January 2017 - Asian hornet in the UK:  
Update and Request for Heightened  

Vigilance. 
 

Dear Beekeepers, 

 

In September 2016, foraging Asian hornets were reported near Tetbury in Gloucestershire, and a 

trapped individual was reported from Somerset.  The nest near Tetbury was found and destroyed 

by National Bee Unit Inspectors and members of the Wildlife team in the Animal and Plant 

Health Agency.  Despite extensive field inspections, no further foraging Asian hornets were 

sighted in Somerset.  Whilst this is good news, the ability of the Asian hornet to spread rapidly 

means that we must remain vigilant and aware of any possible activity across a wide area and 

with spring fast approaching, there is an opportunity for us all to monitor and trap any potential 

foundress queens. 

 

In spring, surviving V. Velutina queens begin a small primary nest, often in a sheltered location 

such as in the eaves of a roof or in a garden shed.  Here they raise the first clutch of workers who 

take over the queen’s foraging duties.  At this stage the nest grows quickly, and the hornets often 

move to establish a secondary nest where there is more space to expand.  These nests can become 

very large, and are often located high up in the tree canopy, close to a food source such as apiar-

ies, (see images on BeeBase for further details). 

 

From late September to October, the mature nest produces males and then virgin queens, which 

mate and disperse.  However, the beginning of this stage of nest reproduction can vary, depending 

on climatic conditions.   

 

In the spring, Asian hornets can be trapped by using either commercial traps, which are available 

off the shelf or a home-made model e.g. by using the NBU modified hornet monitoring trap.  If 

we know they are present in an area we can take action quickly to prevent populations expanding. 

 

There is a helpful Asian hornet identification sheet and poster on Beebase along with a fact sheet 

which outlines how to make our own NBU design, and, what baits would be suitable during the 

different seasons of the year.  See: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208 

 

Should you find a suspect Asian hornet or nest, please contact the Non Native Species Secretariat 

immediately using their alert email address: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk  

 

We thank you in advance for your co-operation and vigilance. 

 

Kind regards, 

National Bee Unit 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the March edition no later than the 25th February.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

